[image: image1.jpg]American
Red Cross
Service to the Armed Forces





American Red Cross has been actively involved in the lives of American soldiers in Iraq since 2003. On August 1, 2011, the last Red Cross team departed Joint Base Balad. 
“The American Red Cross mission is to deliver emergency communications to deployed service members and civilians supporting the military 24/7, 365 days a year,” said Christina Arose, ARC station manager.

During the eight years of their presence in Iraq, ARC has delivered closer to 300,000 emergency messages, of which 75,000 were communicated in Joint Base Balad. Now that American Red Cross is no longer in Iraq, any emergency communication needs for Iraq are provided by Camp Arifjan in Kuwait. 

ARC has been able to function thanks to 500 volunteers on bases and 149 staff members, who rotated deployments to Iraq.

Besides the emergency messages, ARC had a big role in boosting the morale of the troops by providing free services, such as internet café, free toiletries, TV’s and movie rentals, and by hosting activities, such as holiday parties, 5K runs, volleyball tournaments, making cards for service members, baking bread, celebrating birthdays and having video game battles. 

ARC has also been the comfort away from home to many wounded soldiers by providing a listening ear, bringing phone cards, clothes, toiletries and whatever needed during their twice a week visits to the bedsides.

To provide more contact with the families for the military members, the Legacy Room was set up in April 2008. Hundreds of dads could witness the birth of their child, and military members could participate also in graduations and weddings via solid internet connection.
The American Red Cross staff members who have deployed to war zones are recognized all over the world in the Our Legacy Continues –events, and one of those recognition events will be here in Okinawa in October 2011. The American Red Cross staff has been invaluable support for our troops in all the warzones.
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