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Japan Earthquake and Pacific Tsunami Relief Fund distribution

How much was collected for the disaster aid fund?

The Red Cross organizations all over the world participated in collecting monetary funds for the Japanese Red Cross Society for the aid of the Japan Earthquake-Tsunami area.  All the currency is in dollars for the clarity reasons in this article.

As of the end of the fund raising, American Red Cross collected 303 million dollars, and still has 1.2 million pledged at the end of the designated collection time of November 15th 2011.  The rest of the world Red Cross offices collected 90 million dollars, and Japanese Red Cross Society collected 3.7 billion dollars.

Where did my money go?
· $260 million went directly to Japanese Red Cross society from the Red Cross

· $300 000 was used for evacuation operations on West Coast and Hawaii

· $27 million was used for admin costs of disaster relief and disaster readiness (9%)

· $1.2 million was pledged to be collected after November 15th
How did Japanese Red Cross Society distribute the money?

· $3.4 billion to 15 affected municipalities for cash grants ($2,100 - $4,200)
· $350 million toward long term recovery plan, of which the $260 million was from American Red Cross, $90 million was from other sister Red Cross Societies and world wide Red Cross corporation. 

What was bought with the money?

· 2500 Evacuation centers used money for water, shower and kitchen facilities

· Temporary homes were built for 90,000 people with basic needs, such as refrigerator, washing machine, rice cooker, microwave, hot water dispenser and television (Japanese government uses TV as the chosen media for emergency messaging, thus the necessity).
· Prefab hospital was built in the effected area for primary and secondary care for 130 000 people, being the only functioning hospital in the area.
· Long Term recovery plan was put in effect, consisting of Social welfare programs for elderly and children, such as nursing care transportation, summer camp scholarships, and Emergency health care, psychological counseling, emotional support services. Procurement and distribution of relief items, such as blankets and clothes are also part of the long term recovery plan. 
How about food, why is not food mentioned in the numbers?

The Japanese Red Cross Society distributed some food, more than 11 metric tons of rice and thousands of instant meals. Since the local governments have received significant donations from the private sector, other non profits and public, the government has been main source of food for the people in the area.

If you would like more information, please contact any of the Red Cross offices on the island, our staff and volunteers are happy to answer any of your questions. 
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