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Red Cross honors Service to the Armed Forces staff members: Our Legacy Continues
Okinawa, Japan – 31 October 2011 – With Our Legacy Continues events the American Red Cross recognizes those who have served with the U.S. Armed Forces. The Okinawa Recognition Ceremony honors four mobile staff who have deployed with the troops into the SE Asia region during Operations Desert Storm, Southern Watch, Enduring Freedom and Iraqi Freedom. 
Having served in Iraq, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia or Afghanistan,  currently four Red Cross staff members are on three-year military orders to manage the American Red Cross offices on Okinawa; Jo An Miller, Senior Station Manager; Jason Ramlow, Station Manager; Gerry Bailey and Marie Schilling, Assistant Station Managers.
The primary mission for the deployed Red Cross team is to provide Emergency Communications Services to US service members, DOD civilians and contractors.  Families experiencing emergency situations are connected to their service member through Red Cross.  Additionally, Red Cross teams provide morale boosting free services for the deployed troops, such as internet access, movie rentals, holiday parties and sports tournaments bringing a touch of home to the troops.  ARC teams comfort the wounded in far from home military hospitals with a listening ear and personal items they may need.  Care packages mailed from back home are distributed to the various remote operating bases by Red Cross team members.  

On Monday the 31st of October, National Red Cross honors these formerly deployed staff members with a breakfast ceremony located at the Tee House on Kadena Air Force Base.  US Military Base Commanders and their Sergeants Major, community partners, volunteers and Japanese guests honored those named above.   The speakers from the National Red Cross are Kay Walton, former SAF Director and Debby MacSwain, former mobile staff member. 
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